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Messier Marathon at the Centennial Observatory

Club Officers

- Cheri Lowman, Presi-
dent, 736-7293

- Ken Thomason, Vice
President 324-4532
ktst@pmt.org

- Rick Widmer, Secre-
tary Webmaster 539-
5162 rwid-
mer@developersdesk
.com

- Tom Gilbertson,
Newsletter Editor
734-04383
palo@pmt.org

Write to MVAS at P.O.
Box 5101, Twin Falls, ID
83303

Yearly membership is
$20 per person or fam-
ily and $10 per student.
Sponsor memberships
are $100.

This year we are
going to try some-
thing new. We are
really hoping for
clear skies this Sat-
urday night, be-
cause it is our inten-
tion to bring the
Messier marathon
into the city limits of
Twin Falls. While
others will be freez-
ing under the dark
skies of remote
places away from
city lights, we will
use the new tech-
nology of video
links and the in-
credible Centennial
Observatory to see
as many Messier
objects as we can in
one night.

There is little hope
that we will see the
entire Messier cata-
log of objects even
with this technol-
ogy, but with the
use of telescopes on
the observer deck
and your help we
will at least see as
many as we can.

This is also a public
night so we will
need club member
support to make this
happen.

Realize this is not
technically a mess-
ier marathon, be-
cause we will be us-
ing tracking, go to

features and as
much automation as
we can to make this
happen. lItis also
going to be a group
not individual effort.
Our goal is to make
the public aware of
the wonders of
deep sky objects
that make up the
Messier catalog.

If successful this
could become a
popular annual
event and certainly
a unique one for our
club and commu-
nity. Out meeting
starts at the normal
7:00 pm and our
race around the
night sky shortly af-
ter.

Coming Events

April 9, 2005 will be our
local Astronomy Day.
Be prepared to come to
the Herrett center for a
full day of fun activities.
We will need help with
a number of projects

with children and the
public to make this
event succussful.
Forrest and Tom will
present some tips on

Astrophotography.

Are you interested in

dark site viewing? Let
us know and we will or-
ganize some nights and
find a place. In May the
society will take afield
trip to the Bruneau Ob-
servatory.




Boise Astronomical Society

| had the pleasure to meet with the
Boise Astronomical Society, BAS, for
their February meeting. The Boise As-
tronomical Society meets the second Fri-
day evening of every month, usually at
the classroom at the rear of the Discov-
ery Center, in Boise. | say usually, be-
cause in March there is an exception,
they are meeting at the Bruneau State
Park for their Messier Marathon. In Feb-
ruary they had Bob Neimeyer speak on
the NASA programs and update from
Bruneau. As Bob did with our group, he
gave a very good program.

The Boise Astronomical Society has
some very interesting members, many
of which work at jobs at the many tech-

nology companies located in Boise.
They are a fun group and | encourage
any of you who have a chance to meet
with them to take it.

This Friday they are going to meet at the
Bruneau Sand Dunes State Park at 7:30
pm at the Bruneau Dunes State Park Pa-
vilion. Bob Schneider will give a pro-
gram on the Messier Marathon and they
will attempt to have their marathon that
weekend.

For more information go to www.
scidaho.org for information on the Dis-
covery Center and www.boiseastro.org
for information on BAS.

Bruneau Observatory Opens this coming Weekend

The Bruneau Observatory opens
this weekend for the season. The
Boise Astronomical Society will
be having their Messier Marathon
in the camping area, but the obser-
vatory will still be open to the pub-
lic.

In May, our Magic Valey Astro-
nomica Society will have afield
trip to the Bruneau Dunes State
Park. Detailsto be discussed in
our future meetings.
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What’s Up in the Sky January 2005

March is known as a month
when clouds clear away for
some good viewing. Yes
we also sometimes have a
little wind this time of year.
Plan to cinch down your
telescope and enjoy some
great March Evening view-

ing.

The weekend of March 12
and 13 is the best for those
wishing to try to see the en-
tire list of Messier Objects
in one night.

The prominent constella-
tion in early evening is
Gemini with the bright
stars Castor and Pollux illu-
minating the heads of the
Twins. Castor is the more
westerly and northerly of
the two. Saturn is nearby
and is still a very impres-
sive object. Look carefully
and this month you may
see the dark shadow of the
planet on the rings as they
pass behind the planet.

Just off the foot of Castor is
impressive M35 an Open
Cluster which shows well
in Binoculars. Want a
more impressive open
cluster? Look for the Bee-
hive cluster, M44. The
Beehive is more impres-
sive than the stars that
make up the constellation
itis in, dim Cancer which
is located between Gemini
and Leo.

Jupiter is in Virgo so you
have to stay up a litle later
to seeit, butitis very
bright and this is a good
month to see this planet.

Venus watchers will have
to wait this month as this
planetis currently hidden
by the sun.

Mars is starting its impres-
sive 2005 opposition
which will be later this
year in October. Itis seen

in the early morning sky
just before sunrise.

Mercury is low in the west
shortly after sundown and
your best chance to view it
is now through about the
15th of March.

The March equinox hap-
pens at 5:33 a.m.local time
on March 20.

M44, The Beehive Cluster also
known as Praesepe

Check out our Web site www.mvastro.org for the
latest on the coming April Eclipses, Space
weather and other fascinating links to Astronomy
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March is the Month we remember
Charles Messier. Come to the Herrett
Center March 12th for our first TF city
Messier Marathon




